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Conclusion

The aforedescribed analysis of Praisesong for the Widow offers only a
partial - illustration of the possibilities of Greimas’s approach. It is far from
complete. This is due, on the one hand, to the short amount of space allotted
to us here ( a poor excuse). On the other hand, the novel contains several
layers of meaning and there is a constant play with the chronology of the story.
This very richness and complexity make Praisesong for the Widow an interesting
object of study. Moreover, as Lukken? has pointed out, the proces of
interpretation based on Greimasian approach is never really closed, but
rather continuous.

So far Greimas’s method has mainly been used to analyse short texts. This
has to do with the elaborate character of the theory, which makes it easier
to apply to short texts than to voluminous novels. In the analysis of novels
choices will have to be made, like for instance our option to concentrate for
the time being on the narrative level.

The main advantage of the method is that it allows to stay close to the
text, while providing tools that enable fruitful discussion about the text.
Accordingly a semiotic approach is well suited for working in pairs or groups.




